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Bill Type and Number: Resolution 2007-1131
Sponsor: Council Member Joost and the PHS Committee
Date of Introduction: October 23, 2007
Committee(s) of Reference: PHS, TEU
Date of Analysis: October 26, 2007
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendments
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 636 – Traffic and Parking – to create a new Part 4 – Red Light Signal and Speed Violations.  The part authorizes the Sheriff and the City to implement a system to enforce adherence to traffic signals and speed regulations through the use of unmanned cameras and radar units at selected intersections.  The part provides for enforcement of the regulations through the capture of photographs of the license plate of a vehicle entering an intersection after a traffic signal has turned red or a vehicle exceeding the posted speed limit through an intersection via a Notice of Infraction issued to the registered owner of the vehicle by a certified JSO police officer.  The Notice of Infraction shall be enforced and collected as a civil penalty of $125 for a red light violation, $175 for speeds 15-19 miles per hour in excess of the posted speed limit, $200 for speeds 20-29 miles per hour in excess, and $300 for speeds in excess of 30 miles per hour over the limit.  Fines are reduced by $15 in the event a Notice is paid without contest.  
The part provides for an appeal process to a City Hearing Examiner, and for a defense by means of a sworn affidavit if the owner of the vehicle claims that it was in the care or custody of some other person at the time of the violation (i.e. was loaned to someone, was stolen, was rented to another person, the license tag was stolen and placed on another vehicle, etc.). The bill also provides for the creation of a Jacksonville Traffic Safety Enhancement Fund into which the proceeds from these civil penalties shall be deposited and from which funds may be requested by the Sheriff in writing to the Director of Finance for the funding of enhancements to the traffic enforcement and patrol capabilities of the Sheriff’s Office.

Background Information: Camera enforcement of traffic signals is in use in hundreds of jurisdictions around the country and has generally been shown to substantially reduce incidents of red light running and subsequent accidents in monitored intersections.  Research in some jurisdictions has also shown that the presence of some monitored intersections reduces incidents of red light violations at unmonitored intersections as well, perhaps indicating that driver behavior being modified.  The JSO and the bill sponsor note that the number of traffic fatalities in Jacksonville exceed the number of homicides.
Policy Impact Area: Traffic law enforcement
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined – the Sheriff plans to seek proposals from private vendors who will install and maintain the camera systems in exchange for a percentage of the enforcement fines.
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